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Contributing to Open Source DFIR

From time to time someone asks how do I contribute to Open Source DFIR. This
page contains relevant tips and links from such conversations.


First determine a scope in which you want to contribute

Open Source DFIR is combination of multiple very broad topics. First try to
determine a scope. If you are new to either open source or DFIR start we
recommend to small, you and extend the scope at any point in time.

Some questions that could help in determining a scope to start with:


	Any specific topics?


	Any specific technologies?


	Any tools/projects that you frequently use? What helps if you have ideas on how to improve these tools.





Specific topics or technologies

What helps is to find a topic or technology that you are passionate about,
find interesting, or that is beneficial to your day-to-day work.

Consider:


	writing a Forensics Wiki article [http://forensicswiki.xyz]


	writing a blog post [https://osdfir.blogspot.com/]


	disussing it on Open Source DFIR slack [https://github.com/open-source-dfir/slack]







Tools/projects that you frequently use


	First learn as much as you can about the technologies the tools/project uses


	Learn about the development and/or maintenance processes of a project


	Learn about the contributors and/or community guidelines of a project


	Learn about the open source licenses and/or agreements a project uses and if you are able to contribute


	Reach out to the project maintainers to see what good starter projects are. It take a while to get to learn a code base.









Second determine how you want to contribute


Contribution by programming/software development

Programming and/or developing software you learn best by doing.




Contribution by testing




Contribution by research




Contribution by documentation




Contribution by supporting other users
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